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 MAIN CONCLUSIONS  

 Participants indicated that open space and natural resource protection is the highest priority for    CPA 

funding (40%), followed by community housing (26%), historic preservation (18%), and outdoor recreation (16%).   

   

Participants indicated several needs and project ideas. A few of the most common  include: 
   

- Acquire and protect open space and underutilized land for open space  
- Protect and preserve natural habitats, including the Charles River  
- Create bike and pedestrian trails and connectivity  
- Preserve and create community gardens  
- Protect historic houses that are threatened (acquire and convert to affordable housing or for other public use)  
- Protect and adaptively reuse satellite North Branch Library (among other potential sites) for affordable housing  
- Establish a housing trust, first time homebuyer program, and rental assistance program  

- Create affordable and appropriate housing opportunities for seniors and aging residents  

  

 
  

  

             

DISCLAIMER: Please be aware the following materials were prepared by JM Goldson, 2-20-20 

through 7-21-20. To preserve their integrity, summaries and raw data collected from public 

engagement have not been edited and may contain inaccuracies, grammatical, and/or spelling errors. 
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SUMMARY &   BACKGROUND  

  
On January 29, 2020, the Watertown Community Preservation Committee (CPC) hosted a community forum as the first 

ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ tǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ tƭŀƴΦ ²ŀǘŜǊǘƻǿƴ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

Community Preservation Act (CPA) in 2016 to generate local and state funding to preserve and enhance the Watertown 

Community in four areas:  

  

- Community Housing   

- Historic Preservation  

- Open Space & Natural Resources  

- Outdoor Recreation  

  
With a newly established CPC and a new Community Preservation Coordinator, this team is working with consultants JM 

Goldson LLC to develop a five-year Community Preservation Plan that will guide the allocation of CPA funds through 

identified resources, needs, and priorities. This planning process will also establish an application process and technical 

assistance to help the community and the CPC kickstart this valuable new funding program.   

  
The primary purpose of this event was to a) share information with the public about CPA and b) collect input from the 

community about needs and priorities related to the four CPA-eligible categories. The night began with a presentation by 

the project consultants, followed by open house-style interactive activities. Six stations were set up around the room to 

both provide background information and solicit feedback from the community. Approximately 140 people attended the 

event. A summary of findings is presented on the following pages and a transcription of raw data is included in the 

appendix.   
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PARTICIPANT   DEMOGRAPHICS  

  
Participants were asked to respond to a few demographic measures to get a sense of who was in attendance and providing 

feedback at the community forum. This helps the project team to understand the general characteristics of participants. A 

summary of responses is provided below.   

  
The majority of participants:  

- Are current residents of Watertown (95%)  

  

- Have lived in/been associated with the community for 20+ years (66%)  

  

- Are between ages 51 and 75 (68%) Ą this is much higher than the community as a whole (29%)  

  

- Live in households with no children present (68%); 28% have school-age children living at home Ą this is fairly 

comparable to the community as a whole (23% of households include school-age children)  
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